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30 November 2014
Dear Friends in Christ,

“It was December, and another Christmas was at our throats.” The English humorist P.G. Wodehouse
thus described the unholy frenzy that too often accompanies the approach of December 25th, and it is a
sentiment most of us can readily understand. To avoid succumbing to that feeling, we need to see what the
Grinch perceived with wonder from the summit of Mt. Crumpit: That Christmas “came without ribbons; it
came without tags. It came without packages, boxes or bags.” And the very best way to arrive at this insight
is to keep a holy Advent.

The twin peaks of the liturgical year are Easter and Christmas, and both of these celebrations are preceded
by a period of preparation. The purple of penance must come before the gold of glory revealed in Christ’s
Birth and Resurrection, and this is where the cultural and secular observance of Christmas can get in the
way of a good Advent. On the radio and at the mall, Christmas has already been at our throats for some time,
but today is only the first Sunday of Advent. And on December 26th when the Church is just beginning to
celebrate the liturgical season of Christmas, evergreen trees will pile up on the curb and Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer will disappear until next Halloween. Let’s just say STOP!

We now have four weeks in which to ponder the profound mystery of Christ coming to us for our salvation.
In the past he did come to suffer and die for us. In the present he does come in Word and Sacrament to
strengthen us in holiness. And in the future he will come in glory to judge the living and the dead. All three
of these “advents” are part of this beautiful season of the liturgy, and if we attend to the Church’s rhythm
of prayer, penance and preparation, then when Christmas Eve arrives, we will not be exhausted; we will be
elated.

So, how to do this? 1) Get an Advent wreath and light it at home each night while praying the Collect
from Mass that day. 2) Pray the Liturgy of the Hours, particularly each Sunday afternoon at 5 pm here in
the church. 3) Come to Mass on weekdays as often as possible during Advent. Weekday Mass has a quiet,
meditative quality that steals into our hearts and minds, and Advent is deeply enriched by Mass each
day. 4) Encourage your family and friends to think of things other than packages, boxes or bags. Make a
donation in someone’s name to Catholic Charities or Catholic Relief Services. Write a letter to someone
you love to tell them so. Volunteer to serve someone in need. 5) Go to Confession so that your Christmas
Communion will truly be holy.

December is upon us, but another Christmas need not be at our throats. It can be in our hearts with joy
beyond all telling if we prepare with a worthy Advent.

Father Newman




Mass CoLLECTS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
(May be used at home when lighting your Advent Wreath)

Sunday 30 November

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,

the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ

with righteous deeds at his coming,

so that, gathered at his right hand,

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Monday 1 December

Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God,

as we await the advent of Christ your Son,

so that, when he comes and knocks,

he may find us watchful in prayer

and exultant in his praise.

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Tuesday 2 December

Look with favor, Lord God, on our petitions,

and in our trials grant us your compassionate help,

that, consoled by the presence of your Son,

whose coming we now await,

we may be tainted no longer

by the corruption of former ways.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Wednesday 3 December

Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God,

by your divine power,

so that at the coming of Christ your Son

we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life

and merit to receive heavenly nourishment from his hands.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Thursday 4 December

Stir up your power, O Lord,

and come to our help with mighty strength,

that what our sins impede

the grace of your mercy may hasten.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Friday 5 December

Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come,
that with you to protect us,

we may find rescue

from the pressing dangers of our sins,

and with you to set us free,

we may be found worthy of salvation.

Who live and reign with God the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Saturday 6 December

O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into this world
to free the human race from its ancient enslavement,

bestow on those who devoutly await him

the grace of your compassion from on high,

that we may attain the prize of true freedom.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.



St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Presents

How to Read the Bible

What Every Catholic Needs to Know About Scripture

Saturday
6 December 2014

8.30 am — Mass in the Church
9.00 am — Coffee and Doughnuts in Gallivan Hall
9.30 am — Delving Deep into Scripture by Fr. Jay Scott Newman
10.40 am — The Story of the Bible by T.J. Nielsen
11.40 am —This Year’s Gospel (St. Mark) by Fr. Jon Chalmers
12.30 pm — Workshop Ends

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Downtown Greenville
www.stmarysgvl.org
for planning purposes please RSVP if attending
by contacting T.J. Nielsen:
timothy.nielsen@stmarysgvl.org or 864.679.4114







Advent Resources

Magnificat Advent Companion

=8 A perfect way to live Advent to the full
this year. This pocket-sized Companion
follows a practical, page-a-day format
featuring original meditations on the
Gospel reading of each day by nineteen

THE [JJAGNIFICAT. ADVENT COMPANION

Ebooks available

nodlc abo

The Advent of Christ by Edward Sri

Perhaps the Christmas story has become
almost too familiar. A virgin giving birth.
A child laid in a manger. Shepherds
greeted by angels. The Christmas story
has become so familiar that the profound,
| even shocking, nature of the incarnation
might be overlooked. But what if we had
never heard the story before? What if we
were hearing it for the first time, like the first-century Jews?
These events certainly would not be taken for granted—
they would signal something new: the dawning of the
long-awaited Messiah. Available at Amazon and iTunes
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This year, journey through
Advent with Fr. Robert Barron:

Daily reflections, exclusive videos,
special discounts, and free giveaways!

adventreflections.com \\"{"S RD
ONFIRE

Journey Through Advent
G B Liturgical Cycle B

f"‘AJOU;{NEY v
THROUGH ADVENT
LA g Get the most out of
Advent by following along
with  Fr. Robert Barron’s
homilies as he unpacks these profound Scripture
readings. The homilies presented on this CD
will correspond to the Scriptures for Sunday

Masses throughout Advent and Christmas 2014.
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Available at LighthouseCatholicMedia.org
in CD and MP3 formats.

Advent at Ephesus

Aot This unique CD is recorded by the Benedictines of Mary, Queen of Apostles: a young, monastic order of

Sisters located in rural Missouri, dedicated to prayer for priests. Advent at Ephesus includes an amazing

{ variety of traditional Latin and English hymns, polyphony, Gregorian Chant, medieval harmonies and an
original piece to prayerfully lead you through the sacred season in preparation for Christmas.

Available at Amazon and iTunes

Joy to the World: How Christ’s Coming Changed Everything (and Still Does) by Scott Hahn

What could be more familiar than the Christmas story — and yet what could be more extraordinary?

The cast of characters is strange and exotic: shepherds and magicians, an emperor and a despot, angels,

and a baby who is Almighty God. The strangeness calls for an explanation, and this book provides it by

examining the characters and the story in light of the biblical and historical context. Bestselling author

Scott Hahn who has written extensively on Scripture and the early Church, brings evidence to light,

dispelling some of the mystery of the story. Yet Christmas is made familiar all over again by showing it to

be a family story. Christmas, as it appears in the New Testament, is the story of a father, a mother, and a

child — their relationships, their interactions, their principles, their individual lives, and their common [
life. To see the life of this “earthly trinity” is to gaze into heaven.

Available on Amazon and iTunes.
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WorsHap

1 December - Hour of Grace: Adoration
& Confession at St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic School (311 Gower St.,
Greenville, SC 29611) at 7.00 pm. Begin
your Advent with an opportunity to
adore Christ and receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation with Father Tuttle.
Praise & worship style music will be
played by LVG’s own, Lorena R! Join
us in the CHAPEL of the SCHOOL!
RSVP on the Facebook event.

8 December - Mass for the Immaculate
Conception at St. Mary’s in downtown.
Those interested in going to dinner
afterwards are invited to come to
Carolina Ale House (113 S. Main
Street). Please contact Claudia W. at
864.449.8249 with any questions.

18 December - Women’s Rosary Group
at 7.30 pm. The hostess for this time
is TBD...but go ahead and mark your
calendars for the date and time!

‘FELLOWSHIP

5 December Anticipation of
Christmas Party at Fitzpatrick’s Irish
Pub (1565 Laurens Rd, Greenville,
SC 29607) at 7.30 pm. RSVP on the
Facebook event.

Follow us: Facebook.com/LVgreenville

Visit us at: www.lvgreenville.com

Lucis Via

CatholicYoung Adults
of Greenville

All young adults (18-39)
are welcomed & encouraged to join

our ministry whose mission is to help

adults answer the universal call to holiness.

STupy
Men’s Book Study

Men of Greenville, join your brothers at The Community Tap in a book study
of Be A Man!: Becoming the Man God Created You to Be by Fr. Larry Richards to
rediscover the importance of the spiritual life. Meet at 6.30 pm with discussion
from 6.45-8 pm. Contact Dan at 412.651.5333 with questions.

Remaining schedule:

9 December  Chapter 7

30 December  No meeting -Break for Advent
13 January Chapter 8

27 January Chapter 9

10 February Chapter 10

17 February Prayer in Perpetual Adoration Chapel in preparation for

Lent, followed by Fat Tuesday Celebration

LVG Bible Study

The Bible study will resume with St. Mark’s Gospel in January. More details to
follow.

In an effort to serve those in our community that have unmet
technological needs, LVG is announcing an effort to collect
your unused technology items. We will be refurbishing
items, as needed, and donating them to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society for use with those who demonstrate the need
for a computer, printer, etc. As most of you are aware, we
live in a world with increasing technological needs for education, training, job
seeking, and more. This is a need that is out of the reach for many financially.

How to get items to LVG:

e drop off at Elgin Williamson Enterprises @ 942 South Main Street Greenville,
SC 29601 (located across from the Greenville Drive). Ask for Claudia W.
Open 9-5, Monday-Friday.

* bring your donation to any LVG event

* give your donation to any member of our Leadership Team

Email us: LVgreenville@gmail.com
Call: 864.266.8843









